
Gardens of Alcatraz Survivor Plants

Latin name Common name Connection to Alcatraz

Bulbs /Corms Amaryllis belladona naked lady

Tubers/Rhizomes Chasmanthe floribunda South African cornflag

Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora montbretia

Homeria collina cape tulip A spring bulb that emerged in the rose terrace after the overgrowth was cleared in 2006.

Hyacinthoides hispanica scilla

Iris (several bearded cultivars) iris

Iris spuria iris

Leucojum aestivum summer snowflake

Muscari armeniacum muscari

Narcissus 'King Alfred' daffodil

Narcissus papyraceus paperwhite

Watsonia 'Mrs. Bullard's White'

Trees / Acacia longifolia Sydney golden wattle

Shrubs Albizia distachya plume albizia

Athanasia parviflora coulter bush

Baccharis species coyote brush A California native that was likely introduced by imported soil from the mainland.

Coprosma repens mirror plant

Cordyline australis giant dracaena

Cotoneaster species

Crataegus species hawthorn

Cupressus macrocarpa Monterey cypress Donated by the California Wildflower and Spring Blossom Society in the 1920s to beautify the island.

Echium candicans Pride of Madeira Introduced by Fred Reichel in the early 1940s after being recommended to him by noted horticulturists.

Echium Introduced by Fred Reichel in the early 1940s after being recommended to him by noted horticulturists.

Elaeagnus species

Eucalyptus globulus blue gum Donated by the California Wildflower and Spring Blossom Society in the 1920s to beautify the island.

Ficus carica fig tree Planted in the inmate gardens in the 1940s.

Fuchsia denticulata fuchsia

Fuchsia 'Mrs. Lovell Swisher' fuchsia

Fuchsia 'Rose of Castile' fuchsia

Fuchsia magellanica fuchsia

Hebe species hebe

Juglans nigra black walnut Surviving in the west side inmate gardens.

Leptospermum laevigatum Australian tea tree

Ligustrum species privet

Lupinus arboreus bush lupine

Malus species Growing in the west side inmate gardens.

Metrosideros excelsa New Zealand Christmas tree Introduced by Fred Reichel in the early 1940s after being recommended to him by noted horticulturists.

Pittosporum crassifolium

Prunus Species



Latin name Common name Connection to Alcatraz

Trees/Shrubs Pyracantha coccinea firethorn

Rhamnus californica coffeeberry

Solanum marginatum nightshade

Yucca gloriosa Spanish dagger

Perennials / Acanthus mollis bear's breech

Herbaceous Agapanthus orientalis Lily of the Nile

Plants Centranthus ruber valerian, Jupiter's beard

Cymbalaria muralis kenilworth ivy

Cynara scolymus globe artichoke Surviving in the west side inmate gardens.

Dichondra micrantha

Eschscholzia californica California poppy

Hedera helix ivy Introduced by the military for erosion control.

Kniphofia uvaria red-hot poker

Lathyrus latifolius sweet pea

Lobularia maritima sweet alyssum

Lonicera japonica honeysuckle

Pelargonium 'Brilliant' pelargonium

Pelargonium quercifolium oak leaf pelargonium

Pelargonium x domesticum 'Mrs. Langtry' geranium

Pelargonium x domesticum 'Prince Bismarck' geranium

Pelargonium x domesticum 'San Antonio' geranium

Pelargonium x hortorum 'Alphonse Ricard' geranium

Pityrogramma triangularis goldenback fern Likely introduced as spores in the soil imported from Angel Island and the Presidio during the late 1800s.

Polypodium californicum California polypody Likely introduced as spores in the soil imported from Angel Island and the Presidio during the late 1800s.

Polypodium scouleri leathery polypody fern Likely introduced as spores in the soil imported from Angel Island and the Presidio during the late 1800s.

Polystichum munitum western sword fern Likely introduced as spores in the soil imported from Angel Island and the Presidio during the late 1800s.

Tropaeolum majus nasturtium Donated by the California Wildflower and Spring Blossom Society in the 1920s to beautify the island.

Vicia coronilla vetch Typically used for increasing nitrogen in poor soils.

Vinca major periwinkle

Zantedeschia aethiopica calla lily

Succulents Aeonium arboreum

Agave americana century plant Introduced by the military for erosion control.

Agave lechuguilla

Aptenia cordifolia baby sun rose

Carpobrotus edulis ice plant

Crassula ovata jade plant

Drosanthemum floribundum Persian carpet Planted in the 1920s as part of a beautification effort.

Sedum praealtum sedum



Latin name Common name Connection to Alcatraz

Roses Rosa 'Bardou Job' rose

Rosa 'Dorothy Perkins' rose

Rosa 'Excelsa' rose

Rosa 'Felicite et Perpetue' rose

Rosa 'Gardenia' rose

Rosa 'General MacArthur' rose

Rosa 'Gloire des Rosomanes' rose

Rosa 'Russeliana' rose

Rosa wichuraiana rose




