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Intern Brittney Wendell keeps alert at Hawk Blind for hawks that may fly into her nets.
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I NT R ODUOCTTO N

During 2009-2010, while we were incredibly busy at GGRO due to our 25th anniversary celebrations and
road closures, a small group of GGRO banders did something fairly incredible. Here in late 2011, I want to
slow down and acknowledge their accomplishment, which in many ways sets the GGRO on its newest path.

Jean Perata, Dick Horn, Dian Langlois, and Nancy Brink set up a series of objectives with which to evaluate
their fellow banding leaders. They wrote the Siteleader Manual and devised a series of exams — a written
test, a field evaluation, and a lab practical. They used as a guidepost the GGRO Bander Code of Ethics,
which honors raptor health and safety, and the collection of accurate data. All of this came together under a
belief that holding a wild raptor was both a rare opportunity and an enormous responsibility, and that our
group could and would — through recertification — raise the bar on their own field skills.

Forty-eight banding leaders have taken the tests and been recertified through 2011 — a major accomplishment.
And you might be wondering, why does this constitute a new path for GGRO? This isn’t the first time we’ve
evaluated the work of volunteers. But this time, the magnitude of the job was immense and required a great
deal of extra time to prepare and execute. And ultimately I was most impressed by this: seeing volunteers ask
volunteers to take their work seriously enough to put their egos aside, and to allow their skills to be evaluated
and critiqued.

In November 2011, inspired by our banders, I asked volunteer GGRO hawkwatchers to participate in a class-
room evaluation of their individual abilities. I used in-flight photos to quiz volunteers on raptor species, ages,
and sexes. It’s an imperfect system — just think of the information you gain from watching a bird’s flight
behavior that you don’t see in a still photo — but we have a brave group of hawk counters who have already
been tested, and they are ready for more.

So, now we are three years into this process, and I want to thank the Bander Recertification Committee for
starting us down the path of evaluating individual volunteers, and for making the process fair, focused, and
transparent. We are a better organization for your leadership. Also, thank you to the entire volunteer staff —
to banders and hawkwatchers — for embracing this process, a unique and sometimes unsettling opportunity to
be evaluated in your field skills.

As always, the GGRO is made possible by the great relationship between the Golden Gate National Parks
Conservancy and the National Park Service, and we are grateful to have both organizations and so many great
colleagues on our side.

ALLEN Fisn
afish@parksconservancy.org
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Hawkwatchers Steve Miller and David Sexton tally raptors over the Golden Gate.

GGRO SEASON SUMMARY 2011 « 5




H A W K W A T C H

RAPTOR-SIGHTINGS IN THE MARIN HEADLANDS DURING AUTUMN*

2011 Season Past 10-Year Average (2000-2009%)
Sightings Hawks/Hour Sightings Hawks/Hour

Hours 439 503

Turkey Vulture 6,447 14.69 9,176 18.27
Osprey 57 0.13 105 0.21
White-tailed Kite 74 0.17 92 0.18
Bald Eagle 9 0.02 5 0.01
Northern Harrier 335 0.76 751 1.49
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2,622 5.98 4,183 8.33
Cooper’s Hawk 1,805 4.11 2,427 4.83
Northern Goshawk 0 0.00 1 0.00
Red-shouldered Hawk 248 0.57 464 0.92
Broad-winged Hawk 202 0.46 123 0.25
Swainson’s Hawk 13 0.03 6 0.01
Red-tailed Hawk 7,529 17.16 9,410 18.73
Ferruginous Hawk 18 0.04 22 0.04
Rough-legged Hawk 0 0.00 7 0.01
Golden Eagle 9 0.02 20 0.04
American Kestrel 358 0.82 540 1.08
Merlin 166 0.38 172 0.34
Peregrine Falcon 264 0.60 199 0.40
Prairie Falcon 2 0.00 7 0.01
Unidentified 1,011 2.30 1,292 2.57
Total 21,169 48.24 29,001 57.72

*2010 not included in 10-year average since counts were made from two locations. See Season Summary 2010 for more details.

Spanning August 15th to December 4th, our 2011 count season showed no raptor species in record high nor
in record low numbers. What was superlative in 2011 was the fog. From mid-August through September,
fog kept us off Hawk Hill for 22 days — half the potential count days. Fortunately, October winds blew the
fog out, and November was one of the most rain-free in California’s history. The net result was that we
counted for 439 hours during the 2011 season, the lowest number of total hawkwatching hours in GGRO’s
history.

Four raptor species dropped in 2011 compared to previous ten-year averages: Golden Eagle and Northern
Harrier (both 50%); and Red-shouldered Hawk and Osprey (both 62%). The Osprey dip might be most easi-
ly explained, as 90 percent of our Osprey migrate during August-September. In other words, lots of Osprey
flew by while we were counting fog drips. Two species stood out for their high numbers: Peregrine Falcon
(50% higher than average) and Broad-winged Hawk (84%). In fact, the Broadwings out-paced the Red-
shoulder numbers well into October. Not bad for a species that isn’t known to nest in the western US!

- ALLEN FISH

D A Y L E A D E R S
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B A N D I N G

RAPTORS BANDED IN THE MARIN HEADLANDS DURING AUTUMN

2011 Annual Average Totals

(Aug 15, 2011-Jan 5, 2012) 1992-2010* 1983-2011
Northern Harrier 2 11 259
Sharp-shinned Hawk 494 477 10,078
Cooper’s Hawk 444 565 12,450
Northern Goshawk 0 0 5
Red-shouldered Hawk 15 14 320
Broad-winged Hawk 0 1 22
Swainson’s Hawk 0 0 9
Red-tailed Hawk 187 322 8,298
Ferruginous Hawk 0 0 2
Rough-legged Hawk 0 0 5
Golden Eagle 0 0 2
American Kestrel 56 55 1,214
Merlin 60 27 582
Peregrine Falcon 3 4 80
Prairie Falcon 2 2 38
Eurasian Kestrel 0 0 1
Total 1,263 1,479 33,365

* 1992 through 2010 are used for this comparison due to similarity of methods and effort between those years and 2011.

The 2011 banding season started with a record-setting number of foggy cold days and very few birds
banded. Through the end of September we had serious concerns that we might be working on a record
low year.

October brought both good weather to the Headlands and better numbers of birds to our nets, enabling
us to finish the season with a nearly respectable 1,263 birds banded. After a 2010 season in which we
saw and banded very few Redtails in the second peak, we had a better second peak in 2011. Our final
Redtail banding total of 187 was much improved over the modest 115 banded in 2010. Nine of the
Redtails were in adult plumage, a great improvement over the two adults we banded in 2010. We band-
ed 60 Merlins in 2011, just two below our record for the species, set in 2009. This was the first season
in which we banded more Merlins than Kestrels.

Two long-time dayleaders stepped back from those responsibilities and it took three new dayleaders to
replace them. 17 apprentice banders stayed the course for the 2011 season and made good progress as

they experienced a few more birds than in 2010.

- Buzz HULL

D A Y L E A D E R
ANNE ARDILLO * MIKE ARMER * EDDIE BARTLEY * MARC BLUMBERG * RANDY BREAUX
NaNcY BRINK ¢ Russ DELONG * CLAIRE GALLAGHER * Buzz HuLL ¢ JosH HULL
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T E L E M E T R Y

JUVENILE RED-TAILED HAWKS RADIOTRACKED IN 2011

Name Active Post-season Net Last Known Net Distance
Tracking Tracking Direction  Location from Headlands
Coco Nov3-9 Early Jan 2012 South Crystal Springs 21 miles
Reservoir
Diana Nov 14 -21 Early Jan 2012 North Laguna de Santa Rosa 45 miles

“Coco,” our 29th radiotracked juvenile Red-tailed Hawk, was trapped, banded, and tagged on
November 3, 2011. He was released near the base of Hawk Hill, where we watched him soar out
over Kirby Cove in the drizzling fog. He then spent the rest of the day moving through southern
Marin County and settled for the night at Ring Mountain in Tiburon, where he was relocated by Phil
Capitolo and Lorri Gong the next morning. By mid-morning Coco started flying, and he headed
around the north side of Mt. Tamalpais. He then proceeded down the coast through Bolinas and into
San Francisco, where he landed less than a mile from Twin Peaks — where Larry Beard and Robyn
Smith had been monitoring his signal all day. On November 5, Coco left Twin Peaks and headed
south, flying east of San Bruno Mountain and settled in at San Andreas Lake. From November 6-9,
Coco remained on the west side of the lake, making only short, local flights — it seemed he had found
his winter home. Even though we left Coco on November 9, several trackers returned repeatedly to
the area and through December 31, Coco remained in the vicinity of San Andreas Lake. In early
January, Lorri Gong found Coco’s roost was about 3 miles south at Crystal Springs Reservoir. Coco
was our first ever “Lake Bird.”

“Diana the Huntress,” our 30th juvenile Red-tailed Hawk, was trapped, banded, and tagged on
November 9, 2011. She was released from Hawk Hill and immediately started flying north. The
team raced to keep up with her as she passed quickly through Marin County. Phil and Mike Hall
headed to Mt. Burdell where they picked up a strong signal coming from the northwest. They lost it
quickly, around 4pm, and decided Diana had settled down for the evening. On the morning of
November 10, Phil and Ron successfully met up with Diana, first with a visual in Two Rock near
Petaluma, and again later in the day as she flew northwest following the riparian corridor of Laguna
de Santa Rosa near Sebastopol. From November 1-15, only local movement was recorded from
Diana. On November 16, Phil and Megan Mayo walked a half mile into the Laguna de Santa Rosa
Preserve, off of Sanford Road, and were greeted by Diana as she flew directly above them and
perched on a telephone pole. She took off once more and finally perched in an old oak tree nearby.
Trackers frequently returned to the area and found she remained in the preserve through early
January 2012.

- BRITTNEY WENDELL & KATIE DUNBAR

LARRY BEARD * MAXINE BERG ¢ PHIL CAPITOLO
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O U T R E A C H

There was a moment on Hawk Hill in October 2011 that I will never forget. I was watching the skies
above Rodeo Lagoon when my partner pointed out a dark, muscular falcon flapping hard right toward
us, maybe a few hundred yards out. I saw that it would pass right by GGRO Intern Megan Mayo, who
was teaching a group of kindergartners from Marin Horizons School on the middle platform. From
two hundred feet away, I yelled “Megan! Peregrine!” Megan wheeled, and her class of thirty kids
jumped to their feet, just as the Peregrine cleared the hilltop thirty feet away.

And then, seemingly from nowhere, a second Peregrine, an adult, crashed the scene. It grazed the first
Peregrine, a juvenile, with a short stoop. In a sudden direction change to avoid getting hit, the
younger Peregrine flew right over the school kids’ heads and gently crashed into a pine at the west end
of Hawk Hill. It seemed to linger among the trees for safety while the persistent adult, possibly the
territorial Golden Gate female, circled the forest, yelling kek-kek-kek. Within a minute the young
falcon emerged from the pines and flapped hard for the Golden Gate and San Francisco. The adult
charged after it, flapping and kekking like crazy. In about twenty seconds, both disappeared, mere
falcon-dots in the southern sky. Five minutes later, we all remembered to breathe.

Three months later, I can run this two-minute scene like a film loop in my head. I wonder if those
kids can. Did they tell their parents about it that night? Did they know that viewing such a falcon
interaction happens once in a decade? Maybe a lifetime? I thought to write about this here on the
“Outreach” page because I’m not sure that any article in any magazine, any blog-posting, any radio or
TV news segment, or prepared raptor class could have a fraction of the impact of that moment.

How do you make Outreach like that happen? It’s all about time outside. For our families and our
classes. For ourselves. An article in the SF Bay Bird Observatory newsletter about 20 years ago said
it perfectly, “The more time you spend outside in wild places, the better chance you will be there
when it happens.” What is “it?” Doesn’t matter. That’s the great thing about being outside: some-
thing always happens. And that’s what changes people.

Many people were changed by their time atop Hawk Hill this autumn — hearing identification seminars
by our Hawk Talk docents, or seeing a banded raptor released by our banding docents. My great
thanks to the 17 docents listed below who talked to an estimated 5,000 people on Hawk Hill last fall.

As always, we had great audiences with a variety of institutions and groups, both on and off Hawk
Hill in 2011: Aim High, American Birding Association, Americorps, Bay Area Discovery Museum,
East Bay Regional Park Junior Rangers, Elder Hostel, Environmental Forum of Marin,
Friends of Five Creeks, Habitat Restoration Team, Head-Royce School Bay Ecology
Class, Lindsay Museum Docents, Menlo Park Rotary, North American Banding
Council, North Fork Association, Portola Valley Middle School, Propsect-Sierra
School, Redwood Retirement Home, REI Corte Madera, San Francisco State
University, Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, Sonoma State University Wildlife
Class, Trails Forever, Trust for Public Land, UC Davis Raptor Class, UC Davis
Wildlife Society, Wildlife Society Western Section, and the William Kent Society.

- ALLEN FISH
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Bander Ari La Porte extracts a juvenile Sharp-shinned Hawk
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Hawk Migration Association
of North America

Pacific Gas & Electric Co.

REI

Symantec

SYPartners

DAP CAMPAIGN
Caryn & Joe Ansel
Michael Armer
Kendra Armer
William Barnaby
Marita Beckum
Ardith Betts
Gleneda Borton
Johnny Brown
Michael Butler
Terry & Zeo Coddington
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Connell
Lewis Cooper
Dennis Davison &
Jean Perata
Dr. Tom Delebo
Janine DeMartini
Norval Fairman
George & Patsy Fish
Robert Fivis
Alane Gray

Keith Gress

Mr. & Mrs. John Griffin

Michael Harkins

Jennifer Haynes

Melissa Hero

Calvin Hom

Sam Hontalas

Dr. J. Pearce Hurley

Dr. Marcine Johnson

Pam Lewis

Marie & Barry Lipman

Lynn MacDonald

Mr. & Mrs. John McQuown

Margaret Mindell

Nancy Mori

Thomas Moutoux

Claire O'Neil

Patricia Overshiner

Ronald Parker

Donald Reinberg

Ann Ruffer

Peter & Barbara Sapienza

David Sexton

James Shea

Jay Sheets

David Snipper

Jennifer Sullivan

Elise & Craig Tewell

John Ungar

Linda Vallee

Marion Weeks &
Stephen Blossom

David Wells

Peter White

Nancy Willard

Bright Winn

Kathleen Winslow

Kathy Wolf

IN HONOR
- of Jaclyn De Santis
Pete Triem
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Golden Gate Raptor Observatory
Building 1064 Fort Cronkhite
Sausalito, California 94965

(415) 331-0730 « ggro@parksconservancy.org * WwWw.ggro.org

GOLDEN GATE

RAPTOR

OBSERVATORY

GGRO Season Summary 2011

VOLUNTEERS
HAWKWATCH
BANDING
TELEMETRY
OUTREACH
DONORS

NI 7)c Golden Gate Raptor Observatory is
NATIONAL a program of the Golden Gate National
PARKS Parks Conservancy in cooperation with
CONITRYANCY the National Park Service.

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE
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